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of classic carols and songs for the holidays 

 
 
 

Carol Concert 
 
WHAT: The Tudor Choir’s Carol Concert 

 
WHEN & Saturday, December 27, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: Blessed Sacrament Church, 5041 9th Ave. NE, Seattle 98105 
 
TICKETS: Suggested donation $20 

Order advance passes online at www.tudorchoir.org 
 

The Tudor Choir presents a holiday CAROL CONCERT, featuring classic carols and songs, 

many from English traditions. The 14-voice choir, directed by Doug Fullington and joined by organist J. 

Melvin Butler, will perform on Saturday, December 27 at 7:30 p.m. at historic Blessed Sacrament Church 

in Seattle’s University District.  

In lieu of tickets, admission is by donation, with a suggested donation of $20. Advance passes, 

which include seating in a reserved section, are available online at www.tudorchoir.org. 

The Tudor Choir’s CAROL CONCERT features classic settings of favorite carols, including 

many performed at the annual Festival of Lessons and Carols sung each Christmas Eve by the Choir of 

King’s College, Cambridge, and broadcast worldwide by the BBC. These include The first Nowell and I 

saw three ships, in arrangements by the College’s longtime director of music, David Willcocks; Joys 

seven and The cherry tree carol, arranged by current music director Stephen Cleobury; and carols set by 

other past directors, including Adam lay ybounden by Boris Ord, Sussex carol by Philip Ledger, and 

Harold Darke’s beloved setting of In the bleak midwinter. More classic carol arrangements on the 

program include Ralph Vaughan Williams’ The truth from above and G.R. Woodward’s Ding dong! 

merrily on high.  
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Original carols by 20th-century composers that have become classics in their own right include 

Peter Wishart’s Alleluya, a new work is come on hand, John Joubert’s There is no rose, and Patrick 

Hadley’s I sing of a maiden, among others. Many of these carols are set to medieval texts. During the past 

century, English holiday lore and traditions that had earlier been revived and, in some cases, created by 

the Victorians took on new meaning and depth for contemporary artists who were exploring the medieval 

customs and art of their people. Composers were simultaneously reviving the works of the past and 

composing new music inspired by their findings, developing a rich past-meets-present repertoire. 

The Tudor Choir’s CAROL CONCERT is sponsored in part by the Seattle Mayor’s Office of 

Arts and Cultural Affairs. 

 
Program 
 
Letabundus     Sarum chant 
Alleluya, a new work is come on hand  Peter Wishart 
The truth from above    English traditional carol, arr. R. Vaughan Williams 
Adam lay ybounden    Boris Ord 
Gabriel’s message    Basque carol, arr. Edgar Pettman 
The cherry tree carol    English traditional carol , arr. Stephen Cleobury 
There is no rose     John Joubert 
I sing of a maiden    Patrick Hadley 
I saw three ships    English traditional carol, arr. David Willcocks 
Ding dong! merrily on high   16th century French carol, arr. G.R. Woodward 
Joys seven     English traditional carol, arr. Stephen Cleobury 
The first Nowell    English traditional carol, arr. David Willcocks 
Sweet was the song    Richard Rodney Bennett 
In the bleak midwinter    Harold Darke 
Lullaby my Jesus    Peter Warlock 
This Christmas night    Malcolm Williamson 
Agnus Dei, from Missa Cantate   John Sheppard (16th century) 
The blessed Son of God    Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Sussex carol     English traditional carol, arr. Philip Ledger 
 
 
About the Tudor Choir 

Hailed as “a superb choir” (Gramophone), as well as “a choir to watch” (Fanfare), the Tudor Choir and 

its director Doug Fullington are receiving increasing national and international attention as interpreters of 

Renaissance polyphony and early American music. Founded in 1993, the Seattle-based professional vocal 

chamber ensemble comprises 12 core singers, but can expand to up to 40 members for works such as 

Thomas Tallis’ monumental Spem in alium. As Artists-in-Residence at St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle, and 

a Resident Ensemble at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Medina, the choir presented an annual 

subscription series through spring 2007 and has performed under guest conductors including Peter 

Phillips, Paul Hillier, Andrew Parrott, Stephen Cleobury, and Martin Haselböck. The choir also has made 

guest appearances with Mark Morris Dance Group, Pacific Northwest Ballet, and Early Music Guild of 

Seattle. Recent appearances include performances at Festival Vancouver, Annas Bay Music Festival, and  



 

 

Early Music Society of the Islands. The choir’s recordings of Renaissance polyphony, English carols and 

early American music have been released on the Loft Recordings label. 

 

J. Melvin Butler 

J. Melvin Butler (organ) is Canon Organist/Choirmaster of Saint Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, Seattle. He 

is also Artist-in-Residence at the University of Washington where he teaches organ improvisation and 

church music. From 1972 through 1991 he was Organist/Choirmaster of the Downtown Presbyterian 

Church in Rochester, NY. During that time he was also Associate Professor of Church Music at the 

Eastman School of Music, a violist with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, and Music Director and 

Conductor of the Rochester Bach Festival Chorus. Originally from Burlington, NC, Butler received the 

Bachelor of Music degree from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, studying with Garth Peacock, and the 

Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees from the Eastman School of Music studying with 

David Craighead. 

 


