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The Tudor Choir and Players are joined by  
radio personality Dave Beck 

as they open the holiday season with 
a Victorian holiday concert of carols with brass 

 

Victorian Holiday 
 
WHAT: The Tudor Choir presents   

Victorian Holiday: Festive traditional carols for choir and brass, with special 
guest Dave Beck 

 
WHEN & Friday, November 24, 2006 at 8:00 pm 
WHERE: Town Hall, 1119 8th Ave., Seattle 98101 
   
TICKETS: $25 general admission; $20 seniors; $15 students 

ORDER ONLINE at www.tudorchoir.org or call the Tudor Choir at (206) 323-9415 
 
 
The Tudor Choir and Players presents VICTORIAN HOLIDAY, a family-friendly concert of 

carols and seasonal songs for choir and brass plus classic seasonal readings made popular by the 

Victorians. The Tudor Choir and Players, directed by Doug Fullington, will be joined by Dave 

Beck, co-host and producer of the local arts and culture program The Beat on KUOW Public 

Radio, 94.9, as reader of a selection of classic seasonal texts. The 12-voice choir will be 

accompanied by a 5-piece brass band, led by Charles Butler, trumpet. The Tudor Choir and 

Players will perform on Friday, November 24, at 8:00pm at Town Hall, Seattle.  



About VICTORIAN HOLIDAY 

The Tudor Choir’s VICTORIAN HOLIDAY includes carols for choir and brass made popular by 

the Victorians and the generations they influenced, and seasonal readings from the works of 

celebrated Victorian authors and poets. Favorite carols, performed by the Tudor Choir and 

Players, include classics, such as “The first Nowell,” “The twelve days of Christmas,” “God rest 

you merry, gentlemen,” “We wish you a merry Christmas,” and “Good King Wenceslas.” 

Readings, delivered by radio personality Dave Beck, include excerpts from Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol and Clement Clarke Moore’s classic “’Twas the night before Christmas.”  

 

More about the Victorians and Christmas 

In many countries, Christmas combines two traditions: the great ancient mid-winter feast 

celebrated before the onset of winter and severe weather, and the birth of Christ. The practice of 

exchanging gifts and of combining these secular and sacred festivities is long established. But in 

Victorian England and America, Christmas was re-invented to include a number of other 

traditions that are now assumed to have an unbroken ancestry. Most of the symbols of our 

modern Christmas, particularly its associations with home, family, community, and seasonal 

nostalgia – including the Christmas carol, the Christmas tree and the Christmas card – come from 

the Victorians. 

 

Music is one of the most powerful essences of Christmas. The music on the Tudor Choir’s 

VICTORIAN HOLIDAY program reflects both the secular and Christian traditions of Christmas 

and the way they were merged and reconstituted by the Victorians.  Secular and religious carols 

were sung by adults and children; they sang not only in churches but in homes and on the streets, 

sometimes accompanied by another invention of the Victorian period, the brass band. 

 
The Tudor Choir’s 2006-2007 season is sponsored in part by ArtsFund, The Seattle Foundation 
and Classical KING FM. 
 
 
Program 
Readings in italics 
 
Ding dong! merrily on high    Thoinot Arbeau (1520-1595)     
Wassail Song      English traditional,  
         arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  
Christmas comes but once a year  Thomas Miller (19th c.)    
Up! good Christen folk and listen  from Piae Cantiones,  
         arr. G.R. Woodward (1848-1934)  
Selections from A Christmas Carol   Charles Dickens (1812-1870)   



The boar’s head carol    English Traditional 
Good King Wenceslas    from Piae Cantiones,  
         arr. John Stainer (1840-1901) 
         and Reginald Jacques  
The Oxen     Thomas Hardy, (1840-1928) 
I saw three ships    English traditional 
While shepherds watched their flocks Este’s Psalter (1592)   
In dulci jubilo     German Traditional 
         arr. R.L. Pearsall (1795-1856) 
Ring out, wild bells     Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892)   
The twelve days of Christmas   English traditional 
 
Intermission 
 
We wish you a merry Christmas  English Traditional 
‘Twas the night before Christmas   Clement Clarke Moore (1779-1863)   
Past three o’clock    English Traditional 
The first Nowell     English Traditional 
Three kings of orient     John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 
God rest you merry, gentlemen  English Traditional 
The holly and the ivy    English Traditional 
In the bleak midwinter   Harold Darke (1888-1976) 
The tradition of wassail   Anonymous 
Somerset Wassail    English Traditional 
Selections from A Christmas Carol  Charles Dickens 
Sussex carol     English Traditional 
 
 
The Tudor Choir  
Hailed as “a superb choir” (Gramophone, Nov, 2005), as well as “a choir to watch” (Fanfare, 
Sept/Oct. 2001), the Tudor Choir and its director Doug Fullington are receiving increasing 
national and international attention as interpreters of both Renaissance polyphony and early 
American music. Founded in 1993, the Seattle-based professional vocal chamber ensemble 
comprises 12 core singers, but can expand to 40 for works such as Thomas Tallis’ monumental 
Spem in alium.  
 
The Tudor Choir has performed extensively throughout the Pacific Northwest, including concert 
appearances in Vancouver, British Columbia, and Portland, Oregon. The choir presents an 
annual subscription series in the Seattle area, where it is both an Artist-in-Residence at St. Mark's 
Cathedral and a Resident Ensemble at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Medina. Recent 
appearances include concerts at the Tallis Scholars Summer School USA, Festival Vancouver, 
and the Annas Bay Music Festival. 
 
The choir’s five CDs of Renaissance and early American music have been released on the Loft 
label. For more information, please visit www.tudorchoir.org. 
 
Dave Beck, reader, is an award-winning host and producer of “The Beat” on KUOW 94.9 public 
radio in Seattle. He has worked at the National Public Radio affiliate station since 1985, formerly 
serving as co-host of the news, arts, culture and public affairs program “Weekday” and as a 
classical music host and the station’s classical music director. His national and regional 
broadcast honors include the Public Radio News Directors Incorporated (PRNDI) Award for 



Best Interview and the Society of Professional Journalists Northwest Regional Excellence 
Award. An active musician as well as broadcaster, Dave is a member of the Auburn Symphony 
Orchestra and has played as principal cellist of the Bellevue Philharmonic and Seattle 
Philharmonic Orchestras. He serves as president of the board of directors of the Seattle Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and regularly plays in the Seattle based chamber music society Klassikon. 
A University of Washington graduate, his cello instructors have included Toby Saks, Raymond 
Davis and Cordelia Wikarski Miedel. Dave has appeared as soloist and on recordings with the 
Olympia Chamber Orchestra, including World Premiere Performances of new music for silent 
film written by Timothy Brock. As a founding member of the Bravura String Quartet, Dave has 
participated in Germany’s Holzhausen International Music Festival, working with cellist Laszlo 
Meso of the Bartok String Quartet. The Bravura String Quartet has appeared on Seattle’s KCTS 
Public Television as part of the Spotlight Series.  
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